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Letters to the Editor 727 

in. 

Dear Editor: Thank you for the check which came a few days ago. I will 
tell you what I did with a portion of it. I bought two sterilizing basins, three 
Murphy drips and medicine glasses. The Government does not supply us with 
these articles, which are very essential. If we want them, we must buy them our- 
selves. I presume later on the Government will realize the need of small things 
which mean so much to the recovery of human beings. We have over two thousand 
patients at present; in my ward, which is a pus surgical, there are fifty-seven 
patients and only three nurses to care for them. Almost every patient gets hot 
dressings and Dakin's solution. As I am the dressing nurse, you can readily see 
that I have all I can do and often fall short on my time off. But, thank God, I 
have not been ill since I came to the Camp. Most of the nurses are laid up with 
colds or some infection, just because they are not used to roughing it. This is 
good training for those who are bound for France; I wish I were. 

Iowa E. Q. 

PRIVATE NURSES NEEDED IN THE PUBLIC HEALTH RANKS 
Dear Editor: It is indeed true that the private duty nurse who can join the 
Red Cross Nursing Service for work in the military hospitals should do so. I 
think the public health nurses, too, should enroll in the Red Cross, for the Red 
Cross Nursing Service is recognizing the fact that those public health nurses 
remaining in the home field are meeting an imperative need that is quite as much 
a war service as the more romantic work abroad. For foreign service in the re- 
construction work in France and for home service in the extra cantonment zones, 
the Red Cross has already used public health nurses and will need more. There 
are many private duty nurses who on account of family ties or some other reason 
cannot leave home. These nurses, it seems to me, should most seriously consider 
the needs of home service in the public health field. The call is imperative. Many 
more infant welfare nurses, more school, industrial or tuberculosis nurses are 
needed. Women with ability are needed on every side for important positions. 
Courses for nurses are established all over the country, liberally supplied with 
scholarships to prepare public health nurses for the responsibilities of their pro- 
fession. Mrs. Bessie Amerman Haasis, our educational secretary, 156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York City, will be glad to give both information and advice about 
these courses. As for the private patients, it seems to me that the public health 
and private nurses must develop the hourly service more. By this service the 
highly trained nurse can supplement the care of trained attendants or of the 
family. In this way, one nurse can care for several patients, tripling and 
quadrupling her value to the community. 

HELEN F. BOYD. 
Secretary War Programme Committee, National Organization for Public 
Health Nursing. 

WHAT PRESBYTERIAN HOSPITAL (NEW YORK) NURSES ARE DOING 
Dear Editor: The Presbyterian Base Hospital Unit No. 2 was taken over 
by the British Expeditionary Forces and placed in charge of Base Hospital No. 1 
at Etretat, France. Reports from the Unit give accounts of an active service, 
with well-filled wards throughout most of the year and at various times large 
convoys of wounded have been received by direct train service. Mrs. Janet B. 
Christie, Chief Nurse, and Louise M. Marsh have been mentioned in dispatches 
for their excellent work. Several "teams" have been sent to the Casualty Clearing 
Station where they have been bombarded continually by the enemy. The following 
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short note of appreciation was received by one of our Unit who was giving 
anaesthetics at a Casualty Clearing Station in Northern France last autumn. 
Since then, arrangements have been made to give instruction in anaesthesia at 
Base Hospital No. 1 to a limited number of British and American nurses. One 
of the doctors gives the lectures in theory and a nurse teaches the practical ad- 
ministration of the anaesthetics. 

November 29, 1917. 
"Dear Miss Penland: As you are probably aware, it has been decided by Sir 
Arthur Sloggett, the director general of the royal army medical service, that a 
number of nurses and V. A. D's. (nursing aids) shall be trained in the administra- 
tion of anaesthetics for service in C. C. S's. and other base hospitals. This de- 
parture will liberate medical men for other duties, and in this way will be of great 
assistance in relieving the strain upon the medical service due to shortage of 
medical men. The suitability of nurses for this important work was made evident 
to the authorities by the practical demonstration of efficiency in the administration 
of anaesthetics shown by you and some other American nurses in C. C. S's. and 
base hospitals in France. I think it right that I should inform you of the high 
appreciation which we all have of the splendid services you are rendering the 
wounded and medical service in taking the places of medical officers, whose 
services are urgently needed for the other work. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) HERBERT BRUCE, Colonel, A.M.S." 

Agnes Louise Warner, '12, has served since 1914 in French hospitals, first 
at Devonne in the south, where hundreds of wounded were brought by the hos- 
pital trains, and later with the Ambulance Chirurgieal Mobile No. 1. This latter 
hospital, the gift of an American woman, was accepted by the French Govern- 
ment early in the war and has been always within sound of the guns. The hos- 
pital was moved three times in the last year, and many a brave soldier's life has 
been saved through the skill and devotion of the doctors and nurses. Miss Warner 
received the French military decoration for saving the life of a French soldier, 
who lost both hands in action. He also received a severe shrapnel wound in the 
chest, and was infected twice with tetanus. Through almost superhuman effort, 
this life was saved and he has learned to write with his artificial hand. Mrs. 
Madelon Battle Hancock, '05, who was decorated for distinguished service by 
King Albert of Belgium, has served with both the British and Belgian Armies 
since the beginning of the war. When Antwerp was evacuated, Mrs. Hancock 
aided in the transfer of patients to Ghent. I found her in a base hospital in 
Flanders, acting as Head Nurse of a large ward filled with the wounded suffering 
from gas gangrene, with few facilities for treatment, — no hot water bags, no 
rubber sheets, etc. Ingenuity and resourcefulness have to supply substitutes in 
time of war and it is greatly to the credit of the British nurses working, as I 
found them, in many hospitals but scantily supplied with necessities, that they 
succeeded in making the patients both happy and comfortable, while miraculous 
cures were then made possible. 

ANNA CAROLINE MAXWELL, R.N., M.A. 

THE NEED OF NURSE INSTRUCTORS 

Dear Editor: Hundreds of patriotic nurses are asking, How can I make my 

services count most in these difficult times? I wonder if they realize the great 

need for instructors in training schools all over the country. We have never 

had enough trained instructors to fill the demand, but now that so many have 



